


Leaflet and poster distributed across all LRN sites, placed in public areas
for patients and families to access.

Raising Awareness of Existing Patient Groups:
Medicines for Children have presented the role
of the Network and ways to involve families to the
Patient Public Involvement (PPI) Groups and Patient
Advisory Liaison Managers (PALS) within the Region.
A scoping exercise has been undertaken at all sites
to optimise working with existing groups when
requested by investigators and to discuss the change
in culture to investigate medicines for children.

Exploring Research with Patients and their
Families: We are supporting a study that recognises
there are special challenges to recruiting children to
trials and aims to explore the experiences of families
asked to participate.

The LRN staff have supported the Consumer Liaison
Officer to develop techniques for consulting with
children as part of the Aurora Project.

Public Patient Involvement is increasingly evident in
the research process and can lead to more effective
studies. Promoting research to the public including
children, their families and other organisations has
created a greater awareness of the work Medicines
for Children are undertaking — families have given
positive responses to participating in trials saying
they would prefer to be on a trial because of the
additional monitoring and clinical input provided.
Such feedback is encouraging and their views and
experiences are beginning to contribute to each
stage of the development of a study.
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Finance and Budget

The core LRN budget is approximately £550K per
annum. Over 80% of the budget it spent on staff
salaries. The remainder is spent on non staff costs
such as service support costs for sites, training,
travel, PPl and office supplies. In 2008 more of the
NIHR funding streams will come online bringing
opportunities to bid for support funding. We plan to
work with our sites to maximise the opportunities of
the new funding streams. Due to the LRN utilising
its own employed research nurses to undertake the
role of trial nurse the LRN has begun to generate
income.

For 2007-2008 approximately £18,000 of income
was generated in this way. This will be ring fenced
and used to build capacity. As sites begin to
also apply for funds from the NHIR streams, the
research infrastructure and culture within each
organisation will grow and become robust overtime.
It is anticipated that the new funding streams
will provide support for not only those currently
undertaking NIHR research but those who need to
develop to become researchers of the future.

Public and Professional Relations

Over the past year LRN staff have attended several
regional and national events and conferences.
Information and materials have been disseminated
at every event attended which contributes to raising
awareness of the LRN and MCRN as a whole. There
have been two North West Regional LRN update
events at which topic specific network staff from all
topics have come together to learn of developments
across the North West and of national changes or
developments that effect our roles. The North West
Topic Specific Research Networks, of which MCRN
is one, displayed a stand at The Institute of Clinical
Research Annual Conference held in Birmingham.
Approximately two hundred delegate packs of
information were handed out and many contacts

with industry partners were also made. The launch
of the North West Primary Care Research Network
in February 2008 provided an opportunity to display
and hand out information as well as network with
primary care colleagues. The network manager
Dr Charlie Orton presented the work of the LRN at
the Clinical Research Collaboration Cymru annual
conference. This was all part of strengthening our
partnership with three sites in North Wales who
also support LRN trials via the Children and Young
Peoples Research Network. Presentations have
also been made at the Neonatal Network meetings
held on the Wirral to raise the profile of our neonatal
trials.

CRC CYMRU

cydweithrediad ymchwil clinigol cymru
clinical research collaboration cymru
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Entering into the third year

The third year of the LRN will begin to see
formal performance management of the
portfolio come into play. The LRN will continue
to support both the setting up of newly adopted
trials but also those that are already underway.
Patient recruitment to trials is, as ever, a very
important target for the LRN as it is only through
this mechanism that effective and valuable
research in children’s medicines can ever be
successful. The strategy for the LRN now is
to build on the excellent foundations laid thus
far, to continue to support those departments
involved in trials so their capacity increases and

to harness opportunities for further funding from
NIHR funding streams. The LRN workforce will
continue to build their skill base and expertise in
paediatric research in order to support an ever
growing portfolio of trials in a very complex and
diverse area of clinical research. The next year
will also see the implementation of our formal
collaboration with CRC Cymru North Wales as
we employ a research nurse to be based there,
supporting three sites undertaking paediatric
research. We will continue to strive towards our
vision and hope the benefits of working with the
LRN will be felt by many.

Glossary of terms and acronyms

arc Arthritis Research Campaign

CLRN Clinical Local Research Network &
Commercial Trial Led and Funded by a pharmaceutical company -
CRF Case Report Form

CSGs Clinical Study Groups ™
CTU Clinical Trials Unit

DGH District General Hospital

GCP Good Clinical Practice

LRN Local Research Network

MCRN Medicines for Children Research Network

MDT Multidisciplinary Team

NHS National Health Service

NIHR National Institute for Health Research

Non-Commercial Trial Funded by research councils, charities and NIHR funding streams

NPEU National Perinatal Epidemiology Unit

PCT Primary Care Trust

Pl Principle Investigator

PPI Patient Public Involvement

R&D Research and Development

SSC Service Support Costs

T&E Training and Education

UKCRN United Kingdom Clinical Research Network

EU European Union








